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ELECTORAL REFORM (ELECTORAL FUNDING) BILL 2006 
Returned 

Bill returned from the Council with amendments. 

Leave granted for the Council’s amendments to be considered in detail forthwith. 

Consideration in Detail 

The amendments made by the Council were as follows - 

No 1 

Clause 2, page 2, line 4 - To delete “Section 1 and this section come” and insert instead -  

This Act comes 

No 2 

Clause 2, page 2, lines 6 to 7 - To delete the lines. 

No 3 

Clause 6, page 4, line 6 - To delete “is”. 

No 4 

Clause 6, page 4, line 7 - To insert before “taken” - 

is 
No 5 

Clause 6, page 4, line 8 - To delete “or” and insert instead - 

and 
No 6 

Clause 6, page 4, line 9 - To insert before “the” - 

thereafter is 
Leave granted for the amendments to be considered together.   
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I move -  

That the amendments made by the Council be agreed to.  

Point of Order 
Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  These amendments are not on the notice paper today, so I do not have a copy of them.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs J. Hughes):  The message has just come from the Council.  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Can I get a copy of those amendments?  

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Yes, you may, we will make sure that you get a copy.  

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  The Clerks have them.  
Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  But before they pass through the house? 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  We are in the middle of the process, member; you will be able get a copy of them.  

Debate Resumed 
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I will briefly explain the amendments.  Amendments 1 and 2 deal with the commencement 
date of the act, making it quite clear that all the provisions are intended to come into effect on the same day.  
Amendments 3 to 6 relate to clarification.  They are not amendments of substance.  The amendments confirm 
that the amount of electoral funding applies only in the first instance - that is, 30 June 2006 - and each 
amendment will ensure that that is the case. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  That might make it a little clearer to the member for Alfred Cove. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I was contemplating these amendments and I rise to support very quickly the comments 
made by the minister.  They are essentially minor amendments.  The change to the commencement date 
addresses a minor issue that I think was debated for some time in consideration in detail in this house. 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  It was. 
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Mr T. BUSWELL:  My understanding is that these amendments were moved by my opposition colleagues in 
the other place. 
Mr J.A. McGinty:  Certainly they were advocated by them, but I think technically they were moved by the 
parliamentary secretary. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  Okay.  I was there listening to the debate and I think the point is well made. 
The other amendments deal with minor changes to the wording of the amounts of public funding that will apply 
on certain dates.  I have perused the six amendments and the opposition does not have any trouble supporting 
them.  I was a little reluctant to support the minister’s change to the funding amount, as he is well aware, but we 
have moved through that process.  I suppose I am comforted to some degree in the knowledge that it will not 
have too big an impact on state finances because the state collected an extra $72 million in stamp duty on land 
transactions in July this year compared with July last year; that is a magnificent increase of 71 per cent in tax 
over a year.  I thought I would throw in that information.  Although it does not make me more comfortable, it 
makes me comfortable that we will not slip into an incredible deficit as a result of these amendments.  The 
opposition supports the amendments. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  As the minister said, these are minor amendments.  However, I did not support the bill 
when it went through this house.   

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, member for Vasse! 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  The amendments are minor - 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, member! 

Mr T. Buswell:  I am sorry, Madam Acting Speaker. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Although the amendments are minor, I will not be supporting them because I do not 
support the bill.  I do not believe that it is appropriate for this government to take money from the community to 
pay for elections when it continues to take money from unions and big business.  I have just put on the record 
today the amount of funding that the Labor and Liberal Parties have received from Coles in the past few years.   

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Members should allow the member for Alfred Cove to speak, please. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  The funding to the Labor and Liberal Parties from outside sources will not decrease.  
When this bill is enacted, the accountability of the parties will decrease, particularly for Labor Party members, as 
the Labor Party will know that it can tap into a pot of gold at election time, particularly to contest marginal seats.  
I am very disappointed that this bill has been brought into the Parliament because the difference between the 
number of government and opposition members means that the government will have more money than the 
opposition in two years to contest marginal seats.  As I said during debate on this bill, Western Australia will end 
up like Queensland, where the difference between the number of government and opposition members has 
increased and it is even harder for the opposition to get into government.  I was therefore disappointed with the 
government for putting the bill on the table and with the Liberal Party for supporting it.  The bill is not in the 
interests of the community; it is purely a self-interest, “look after the party” bill.  I therefore object to these 
amendments. 

Question put and a division taken with the following result - 
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Ayes (42) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Mrs D.J. Guise Ms S.M. McHale Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr C.J. Barnett Dr K.D. Hames Mr A.D. McRae Dr S.C. Thomas 
Mr M.J. Birney Mr S.R. Hill Mr M.P. Murray Mr M.W. Trenorden 
Mr J.J.M. Bowler Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr J.N. Hyde Mr P.D. Omodei Ms S.E. Walker 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mr R.C. Kucera Ms M.M. Quirk Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr M.J. Cowper Mr F.M. Logan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr J.A. McGinty Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr T.R. Sprigg (Teller) 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio Mr M. McGowan Mr G. Snook  
Mr B.J. Grylls Mr J.E. McGrath Mr T.G. Stephens  

Noes (2) 

Dr E. Constable Dr J.M. Woollard (Teller)  

            

Pairs 

 Ms J.A. Radisich Mr A.J. Simpson 
 Mr N.R. Marlborough Dr G.G. Jacobs 
 Dr J.M. Edwards Mr G.A. Woodhams 

Question thus passed; the Council’s amendments agreed to. 

The Council acquainted accordingly. 
 


